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Association of River Authorities' Report - "Taking Stock"
In accordance with Minute No* 9 of the previous meeting of this 
Committee, the Regional Fisheries Officer presents the following comments 
on the report, "Taking Stock":
1. Chapter I
* Reference is made in the fourth paragraph on page 2 to the 
relationship between netting effort and rod catches, While this 
may be relevant in certain contexts, it is considered that a more 
important relationship- is that between fishing of all kinds and . 
the ultimate escapement which represents the spawning stock. This 
aspect is also touched upon in Chapter X/ pp.41/42, Provided that 
fish have adequate access to suitable spawning streams, there are 
' few rivers which would not benefit, particularly at the. present 
time, from a considerable increase in spawning &tock. There is no 
power to limit the. number of rod and line licences issued by the 
Authority. This is made clear by,Sections 5 and 7 and Schedule 1 
of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1972. Section 6(2)
, requires the Authority, by .means of a licensing system, to regulate 
fishing for salmon and trout and^ except so far as excused by the 
\ Minister,, by such means to regulate fishing for freshwater fish of 
any description or eels. Section 7 of the Act authorises the 
Minister, on the application of the Authority, by order to limit, 
for not more than ten years the number of fishing licences issued 
in any year for fishing in any part of their area for salmon or 
trout other than rainbow trout with any instrument so specified 
other than rod and line. Paragraph 15 of Schedule 1 of the Act 
 requires that subject to Section 7, a fishing licence shall; on 
payment of the duty in respect of the particular instrument/ be 
granted by the Authority to every applicant who- at the time of 
application is not disqualified from holding a fishing licence,
Accordingly, the only control over the number of licences 
. to be granted is by order under Section % of the Act for fishing 
other than by rod and line.
2. Chapter III
Although there is always liable to be some escapement from 
any net, monofilament nylon gilling nets are particular offenders 
’ in this respect. In view of the resulting ^ damage to, fish, and the 
subsequent fungal and bacterial infection which is likely to develop,: 
resulting ultimately in th’e death of affected fish, the use of these . 
nets is undesirable and should be prohibited., (Recommendation No, 1 
on page 45 confirms this)  
3. Chapers V and VI 
It is made clear (p. 20) that catch returns by netsmen cannot 
be relied upon any more than can those by rod fishermen. This fact 
could have a considerable impact upon the figures in Table IV 
(p. 23) and, on the basis of the difference quoted, could reduce 
the highest figure in Column 6 from £1,38 to £0.55 arid the lowest, 
figure (excluding the 'special case1 of Northumberland, and also 
Somerset and Hampshire where the catches are, in any case,
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n e g l i g i b l e )  from  8p to  3p. Even w i th o u t  t h i s  a d ju s tm e n t ,  and  w ith - ' 
o u t  t a k i n g ,  accoun t, o f  th e  p r o v is o  a t  th e  f oo t  o f  th e  t a b l e ,  m ost o f  
t h e  Column 6 f i g u r e s  a p p e a r  re m a rk a b ly  low i n  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  c u r r e n t  
m a rk e t v a lu e  o f  sa lm o n . I f  t h i s  v iew  i s  a c c e p te d , and  i f  a c c o u n t  i s  
ta k e n  o f  th e  in f o r m a t io n  g iv e n  i n  T a b le  IX ((p. 34) , t h e r e  a p p e a rs  to  
b e  a  c a s e  f o r  upw ard  r e v i s i o n  o f  e i t h e r  net: o r  ro d  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  in  
v a r io u s  a r e a s , a c c o rd in g  t o  w h e th e r  th e  rod / h e t  c a tc h  r a t i o  i n  
Column 4 o f  T a b le  IX i s  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s  th a n  u n i t y .  A g a in , i t  m ust 
b e  rem em bered t h a t  t h i s  r a t i o  i s  a f f e c t e d  i n a c c u r a c i e s  i n  r e t u r n s .
C h a p te r  V II
W ith i l l e g a l  n e t t i n g ,  a s  w i th  a l l  form s o f  c r im e , a c t i v i t y  w i l l  
p e r s i s t  a s  lo n g  as th e  a c t i v i t y  i s  p r o f i t a b l e  and th e  p e n a l t i e s ,  o n  
d e t e c t i o n  and  c o n v ic t io n ,  m in im a l. The p r e v a i l i n g  p r i c e  o f  sa lm o n , 
and  th e  demand f o r  i t ,  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  to  p ro v id e  a s t r o n g  i n c e n t iv e  
t o  th e  i l l e g a l  t a k in g  o f  t h e s e  f i s h  by n e t t in g  and  o t h e r  m eans. The 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  law  e n fo rc e m e n t b o th  on  r i v e r s  and- o f f s h o r e  a re  
su c h  t h a t  r e l a t i v e l y  few o f f e n d e r s  a r e  b ro u g h t. t o  c o u r t ,  and  th e  
d e r i s o r y  p e n a l t i e s  a l l  to o  o f t e n  im posed  th e r e  a re  no d e t e r r e n t  
w h a te v e r  t o  h a rd e n  c r i m i n a l s ,  a s  w i tn e s s  t he  f a c t ,  q u o te d  on p .  43 , 
t h a t  one gang h a d  b een  a p p re h e n d e d  no l a s s  th a n  13 t im e s .  (One 
w onders w h a t p r o p o r t io n  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  o f  th e  o c c a s io n s  on w hich  
th e y  w ere  o p e r a t i n g ) .
5 . C h a p te r  X
A l l  th e  p o i n t s  r a i s e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p te r  a re  w o rth y  o f  n o t e ,  b u t  
comment may b e  .made on th e  f o l lo w in g  in  p a r t i c u l a r : —
(a) P r e d a t io n
I t  i s  c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  p r e d a t io n  o f  j u v e n i l e  sa lm on  in  
th e  r i v e r s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  duri n g m ig r a t io n  t o  th e  
s e a ,  w h ich  i s  th e  f i n a l ,  v i t a l  s ta g e  o f  t h e i r  r iv e r ,  
l i f e ,  i s  a t  l e a s t  o f  e q u a l  im p o rta n c e  to  any  p r e d a t io n  
w h ich  may o c c u r  i n  t h e  s e a ,  w hich  i s ,  i n  any c a s e ,  
im p o s s ib le  t o  i n f l u e n c e .  Of s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  w h ich  m ig h t b e  e x p e c te d  to  a r i s e  i n  th e  
e v e n t  o f  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  an e s t u a r i a l  b a r r a g e .
T h is  w ould  r e s u l t  i n  th e  f o rm a tio n : o f  a l a r g e  f- f r e s h -  . 
w a te r  l a k e  a t  th e  lo w er en d  o f  t h e  r i v e r  o r  r i v e r s  
f lo w in g  i n t o  th e  e s t u a r y .  T h is  la k e  w ou ld  u n d o u b te d ly  
d e v e lo p ,  e i t h e r  n a t u r a l l y  o r  by  th e  a c t io n  o f  m an, a 
p o p u la t io n  o f  f i s h  w h ich  w ould  be l i k e l y  t o  in c lu d e  
e i t h e r  p ik e  o r  l a r g e  brow n t r o u t  o r  b o th .  T o g e th e r  
w i th  b i r d  p r e d a t o r s ,  t h e s e  w ou ld  p r e y  h e a v i ly  on th e  
s m o l t  ru n s  p a s s in g  th ro u g h  th e  Im poundm ent, w h ich  m ig h t 
t e n d  t o  h an g  a b o u t  in  th e  a r e a  d toring t im e s  o f  low 
f lo w . T h is  v iew  i s  s u p p o r te d  by th e  r e s u l t s  o f  I r i s h  
work on p r e d a t io n  o f  s m o lts  d u r in g  t h e i r  dow nstream  
‘ m ig r a t io n  th ro u g h  n a t u r a l  la k e s  a  r i v e r  s y s te m .
The Influence of Man
(i) Pollution
■, Rivers carrying stocks of salmon are not 
normally regarded as being 'polluted1 in the 
; accepted sense of the word. Nevertheless,
the best of such rivers inevitably receive 
polluting discharges at one or more points 
in their length, in particular on their 
lower reaches. If a situation is to be 
avoided where a 'pollution barrier' to 
ascending fish builds up at times of low flow, 
or where temporary discharges of high toxicity 
occur, resulting in fish mortality, high 
standards must be applied to, and enforced 
upon, all effluents discharging to the river.
(ii) Abstraction
In the same way as with discharges of 
effluent, very careful consideration must be 
given to any proposals for water abstraction 
to ensure, as far as possible, that appropri­
ate residual flows, particularly, in dry 
weather conditions, . are provided in the 
river. The benefits of the smaller natural 
rises in river level which can occur in 
summer should also be safeguarded, as 
appropriate and practicable, in abstraction 
arrangements. The value of artificial 
freshets requires much more investigation 
before any benefits which they may afford to 
fisheries can be assessed.
The penultimate paragraph of this Section is 
of interest, and is endorsed by recommendation 
4 on page' 45.
(iv) Poaching . . f.
The final paragraph of this Section raises . 
a matter which has been before the Fisheries 
\ ■ Committee of the former Association of River
Authorities on a number of occasions, but which 
has received scant support from the Ministry:
To Bailiff the salmon rivers of the area success­
fully is extremely difficult and a positive step 
to easing the problem could be the adoption of
- 4 -
a system of licencing dealers in game fish which has been 
introduced in Northern Ireland and is claimed to be 
operating efficiently. Identification of individual 
fish by means of numbered metal tags, combined with 
proof of entitlement on the part of the seller to take 
. 'the fish and with adequate records which are open to 
'inspection by the fisheries authorities or by the police 
on demand, with suitable penalties for infringements, 
would be likely to make the sale and purchase of illegally 
taken, fish a far more hazardous affair to both seller 
and purchaser than is the case at present. If the 
licencing system were to be operated by the Regional 
Water Authority, and if the riuiflber of licenced dealers 
were to be kept to a minimum, the avenues available for 
disposal of poached salmon would be much less readily 
available to the poacher. It is the existence of ready 
buyers who ask no questions which simplifies what ought 
to be the most difficult part of the poacher's operations,
(c) Physiological
The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food's Fish 
Pathology Laboratory was located at Weymouth in order 
to have it in an area which was fi*ee from, and likely 
to remain free from, the disease known as Ulcerative 
Dermal Necrosis, an outbreak of which was, at the time, 
when the laboratory was. set .up, and still is, affecting 
salmon, sea trout .and brown trout in many rivers in the 
British Isles. It is thus unreasonable to endorse the 
view expressed in the penultimate paragraph of this 
Section of the Report that such a laborary should be 
located centrally in order to facilitate access, However, 
this does not mean that a Fish Pathology Laboratory 
dealing with, for example, diseases of freshwater fish 
could not co-exist with the Weymouth Laboratory, in the 
same way as do the two laboratories of the Freshwater 
Biological Association at Windermere and East Stoke in 
Dorset. Such a laboratory could be located in the Midlands 
giving .easy access from all directions, especially if close 
to a motorway. This would leave Weymouth free to deal with 
, ■ diseases of migratory fish and general basic research on
fish diseases. An alternative might be for Regional Water 
Authorities to set up their own small fish pathology 
laboratories with the necessary staff. The Weymouth 
laboratory would then provide an ultimate source of•advice 
and specialised training, .The setting,up of a specialised 
laboratory of this kind is an expensive undertaking, par­
ticularly in terms of equipment, but this consideration 
might be outweighed by the convenience of having these 
facilities- readily accessible within the Region.
Recommendations at End of Report '
All the recommendations detailed are worthy of serious consideration 
but numbers 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, 13 and 14 are considered to be 
particularly relevant.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
' .16™ SEPTEMBER, 1974 .
"Coarse Fisheries"-  
Report of the Working Party of the  
Association of River Authorities 
1. In September, 1972, the Association of Paver Authorities set up • 
 a Working Party whose terms of reference were as follows
(a) To examine and consider the present policies of coarse 
fishery management by River Authorities.
(b) To examine present facilities which provide services 
in support of coarse fishery management policies.
(c) To consider the particular requirements of coarse 
fisheries and to make recommendations as to how 
' such requirements may be taken into account and 
catered for on a regional and national basis in
 future. .
2. The Working Party has now. completed its deliberations and a 
copy .of the published report entitled "Coarse Fisheries" has .
,been circulated to each member of this: Committee*
3. Following consideration of the report members may wish to 
. submit their observations thereon for inclusion in a report,
to the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee.. ’ •
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY "
MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
16TH SEPTEMBER, 1974 
Purchase of Fisheries
1. In accordance with. Minute, No. 9 of the previous meeting of the .
Committee, the Regional Fisheries Officer presents the following comments 
on the question of whether or not the Authority should acquire fisheries 
or suitable waters which could be developed as fisheries,
2 .  a) Points in Favour of Acquisition
9  
 If owned and managed by the Authority, as opposed, for example 
to a small syndicate, a fishery should provide Recreational capacity 
for the maximum feasible number of anglers. Such an arrangement 
implies that there is likely to be less "elbow room" for each indi­
vidual and that,- at any rate on river fisheries, the quality of the 
fishing may be lower than would be the case if the water were to 
remain a more exclusive fishery. It should be possible, however, 
to manage the fishery in such a way that these factors do not result 
in conditions unacceptable to anglers. Ownership further enables - 
the Authority to manage the fishery in the most advantageous way, 
having regard to its responsibilities, duties and functions under the 
Water Act, 1973........................... . '
Ownership of fisheries by the Authority makes available to 
licence holders, either free of charge or through the issue of day 
tickets, fishing which would probably not be available to them- 
otherwise, except through membership of a club or association.
There are considerable numbers of anglers who have no particular 
wish to join a club, but who have no option if they wish to have 
access to any fishing.
' In addition to the purchase of fisheries, the possibility of
" leasing them should not be overlooked. In the long term this is
, an expensive way of making fishing available to the angling public.
It does, however, offer a means of acquiring the’ use of waters from , ■ 
owners who., whilst they are unwilling to sell their rights would be 
prepared to allow public access to their waters., but have no wish 
to accept the administrative responsibilities involved. In such 
cases fishing rights could be made available-to the public either . 
free of charge or through the issue of day tickets,.
Finally, it should be borne in mind that the purchase of 
fishing rights is a form of capital investment which, with the 
ever-increasing pressure on fishing space in this country, is more 
likely to appreciate than to depreciate in value. Capital expenditure 
of this kind is likely to be acceptable for loan sanction by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
(b) Points Against Acquisition
A policy of purchasing or leasing fisheries, if pursued by the 
Authority, will sooner or later result in the Authority being in 
direct competition with some club, or association for the acquisition 
of fishing rights. It is therefore essential to determine the 
Authority’s policy in such a situation. If competition of this kind 
is acceptable, the Authority, with its much larger financial'
resources, is almost certain to be able to outbid any club or 
association. If the club with which the Authority is ih competition 
is a local one which has, over a period, enjoyed local fishing 
facilities in a particular water, the possible deprivation, by the 
.Authority,,of this amenity and the subsequent necessity to have to make 
'application for day permits is likely to engender bad feeling among 
the local anglers concerned,
Fishing rights, whether they are leased or rented, attract 
Local Authority General Rates. Local Councils have the power-(seldom 
exercised) to reduce, or to waive' entirely, any rate demands relating 
to a fishery which is run. on a non-profit making amenity basis.
Many of the fishing rights which come on to the market apply 
to a single bank only. The purchase of a fishery of this kind, and 
its subsequent use by the public can, and often does - lead to 
conflict between the two riparian owners concerned, as a result of 
the fishing of pools from opposite banks>at the same time. This is 
particularly the case on smaller rivers, and on rivers carrying 
runs of migratory fish which may tend to congregate,, and to be 
. catchabler only at certain places.
The exclusive control by a single Public Authority of extensive 
fishing rights might well be regarded in some quarte-rs as being 
equally as undesirable as for,these.rights to be under the. exclusive 
control of a single large association,.because any arrangement of 
this kind limits the choices open to an angler and restricts the 
traditional freedom of his.sport.
It would appear that, on balance, the most satisfactory arrangement 
is a compromise whereby the Authority acquires a certain amount of fishing 
selectively, for the benefit of anglers generally,, the remainder being 
controlled by clubs, associations and private individuals. There is little 
doubt that the acquisition of fisheries would provide wider access to 
fishing for ordinary anglers and as such, providing that the waters 
purchased or leased were viable fisheries capable of economic management, 
the Authority might consider it appropriate to exercise its powers of 
acquisition having regard to the responsibilities for fisheries and 
recreation imposed by the Water Act, 1973,
The Committee are therefore invited to recommend to the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee that the Authority adopt a policy in 
accordance with the recommendations■incorporated in paragraph 3 above.
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Mersey and Weaver River Unit - 
Structure of Fisheries and Licence Duties
1,' Historical
The fisheries policy of the former Mersey and Weaver River 
Authority was to concentrate on improvement, of water quality,, this 
being the most important single factor influencing the status of 
fisheries in many waters in the Authority's area. Other aspects 
of fisheries were dealt with by the Biological Section of the Water 
Quality Department, alongside normal water qiaality work. The 
Authority did not employ, any specialist fishery staff or water 
bailiffs, and there were no byelaws controlling any aspects of 
fishing or fisheries. The general management of these was left to ■ 
clubs and associations. There is little evidence to suggest that 
this arrangement was harmful to fish stocks, but there is.no doubt 
. that shortage of staff imposed limits on the scope and intensity 
of work which could be undertaken specifically in the interests of 
fisheries.
2. Current Problems
With the setting-up of the North West Water Authority, a review 
of the position and requirements of fisheries in the Mersey and 
Weaver River Unit area seems appropriate, and the following points 
should be noted
(i) There is a general shortage of fishing waters in this area, 
where demand is particularly high due to the proximity of 
the Liverpool and Manchester conurbations, and of towns 
.. such as Widnes , ,St. Helens, : Warrington and Wigan, This 
problem is accentuated by environmental change in this 
heavily populated area, resulting in changes in the physical 
as well as in the quality and characteristics of waters.
(ii) It is contended by anglers that some existing fisheries are 
deteriorating. This claim requires thorough investigation.
(iii) There is a high incidence of fish mortality due to pollution 
and disease, the latter probably facilitated by stress.
(iv) Increasing difficulty is experienced in obtaining supplies of 
coarse fish for any restocking which may be required,
(v) The case for the maintenance, or abandonment, of the close 
season for freshwater fish requires careful examination, in- 
order that a decision may be reached which is based on sound 
biological arguments and not on subjective sentiment.
(vi) When, as here, improvements in fisheries depend largely upon 
an indirect approach via improvement in water quality, there 
« is a particular need for close contact with the; 'grass, roots' 
of angling in order to establish dependable two-way com- ' 
munication.
Work on these problems will involve extensive survey work on 
invertebrate populations and fish stocks and the linking of results 
with water quality data, with the aim of developing viable fisheries 
(which, it is to be hoped, will be self-supporting by natural 
reproduction) and furnishing water, quality specifications for fish­
eries in connection with' the preparation of the Authority's Water Plan,
Close liaison with anglers will be necessary in order to assess 
the benefits accruing to them for improvements which are achieved, and 
to ensure the best use of available resources, Liaison will similarly 
be necessary with those planning Land Drainage schemes so as to 
ensure that these result in the minimum adverse effects upon fisheries. 
In this connection it may even prove possible to embody modifications 
in the interests of fisheries, should funds permit.
Staffing
The Authority is at present considering proposals for the 
formation of operating Divisions and it is therefore not possible 
to detail the staffing requirements.for the, present Mersey and Weaver 
River Unit.Area. However, a review has recently been undertaken of 
bailiffing staff for the Cumberland and Lancashire River Unit areas, 
and it is clear that a similar structure would be appropriate for 
this area.
A Fishery Inspector, one Senior -Bailiff and two bailiffs should 
be appointed. . These men would undertake normal bailiffing duties and 
law enforcement, but would also work in the field on such tasks as 
netting and electric fishing.
Capital Expenditure Involved
Under the provisions of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 
1972, the Authority is required to licence fishing for salmon and trout 
and,. unless exempted by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food, freshwater fish.
In the interests of administrative simplicity, a combined trout 
and freshwater fish licence seems appropriate. The number of 
potential licence holders is not known, but is unlikely to be less 
than 75,000 and may well be considerably more.
In almost all the former River Authority areas it was tradition-* 
ally accepted that fisheries should be subsidised to a greater or 
lesser extent from precept revenue to make up for the shortfall in 
licence revenue by comparison with expenditure. Starting from 
'scratch' in the Mersey and Weaver area, it seems desirable to pitch 
the licence duties at such a level that revenue may be expected at 
least to cover expenditure, and preferably to provide some surplus.
With this in mind, and allowing for the fact that it is likely to be 
several years before the licencing system is operating effectively, 
the following scale of duties is suggested:
' _  3  -
The classification of 'juniors' as 'under 16 years' is in line 
with that adopted by the Lancashire River Unit and corresponds with 
the present school leaving age. In Cumberland the classification is 
under 14 years'; this is of long standing but is felt to be out of 
date.. (There may be a case, at some later date, for amending it) .
The question of arrangements for the distribution of licences 
and for distributors' commission will require further consideration 
with the Director of Finance,
ITEM 7
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY -
MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
16TH. SEPTEMBER, 1974
Water Quality Representation on Local Fisheries 
 Advisory Committees
Members will recall that, on the occasion of their previous 
meeting, the Committee deferred until their next meeting, con­
sideration of the submission)to the Chairman of the Regional 
Water Authority, of the names of any persons who, in view of 
their knowledge of the quality aspects of surface waters, might 
usefully be invited to serve on this Committee.
Members are how invited to give this matter their further 
consideration, and in this connection a letter has been received 
from the Mersey and Weaver Anglers' Consultative Association 
suggesting that the name of Dr. J. W. Jones, O.B.E., of the 
Department of Zoology, Liverpool University, should be submitted 
in respect of this Committee. It is understood that Dr, Jones 
if invited, would be prepared to serve on the Committee.
ITEM 8
NORTH WEST WATER - AUTHORITY 
MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
16TH SEPTEMBER, 1974 
. Pollution •
Members will recall that the question of pollution was 
discussed generally at the last meeting of the Committee, held 
on 12th June,1974, when it was decided that this matter should 
be raised at a future meeting for further consideration, A 
letter was subsequently received from Mr. A. Ross requesting 
that a copy of his address, dealing with the subject of 
pollution and delivered to members of the Mersey and Weaver 
Anglers' Consultative Association during his period of office 
as Chairman of that body, be circulated to members of the 
Committee and that an item relating to this matter be placed 
upon the Agenda for the next meeting of the Committee.
A copy of the address referred to is accordingly appended 
hereto.
APPENDIX
CHAIRMAN'S' ADDRESS TO MEMBERS OF THE 
MERSEY AND WEAVER ANGLERS CONSULTATIVE ASSOCIATION
During 1970 over twenty countries from Iceland to Turkey are taking part 
in European Conservation Year. Organised under the guidance of the Council 
of Europe it alms to focus attention on .the way we effect and change the 
lands we live in by our various activities, both as individuals and as 
communities.
Housing, Industry and Transport, all these continue to bring changes to 
our surroundings, but these changes are not always quite what we EXPECT-HOW
 will noise, disturbance, industrial pollution and overcrowding effect 
our way of life?
Wise use of what we have by management, and careful planning for what we 
needr this is the meaning of CONSERVATION.
. Rivers provide most of the tap water in Britain and in inland communities 
they take back most of the sewerage, which means waste from human bodies, 
households and factories-. .Make no mistake, a lot- of industrial waste 
still goes straight into our rivers treated or not, an increasing amount 
gets its treatment at the town sewerage works, for. a fee.
Nobody drinks the water from the River Mersey - yet, but rivers with 
second-hand water in are regularly drunk and so far without ill effect 
since rivers have a great capacity for self-purification; because we use 
more water all the time we have to use more of it at least twice and 
what many people prefer to forget about rivers is.that they are both
water — suppliers and drains in a single channel, so remember that one 
man's drain is another man's water supply.
Some of the towns that put raw sewage into inland rivers have special 
calamities to plead, sewer pipes in a Manchester district have been 
broken by subsidence of old . coal workings and we are interested to know 
what has been done about it; the fact remains that throughout our area 
the worst polluters are local councils. The consequence is that 
inefficient sewage works are. common, prosecutions are. rare and. fines 
imposed are so small that the polluters laugh at them. Councillors, 
even from an area downstream of the offenders dislike making trouble 
for their own kind, they know it could easily be their turn next.
.Local representatives whether they sit on the town council or the River 
Authority or both are also well aware that dirty rivers are good business,.' 
Cleaning up the effluent from a town's sewage works and factories is, from 
a strictly local point of view money down the drain, someone else gets the 
benefit. For a co;uncil it puts up the rates, for a factory^  it. puts up the 
price of their product which in. turn can threaten the factory's profit­
ability and ultimately its local survival- In economically tender areas' 
of the country, local, and River Authority members are likely to be tender 
themselves, the considerations are sometimes not simply parochial, the 
nation itself can be the loser in terms of immediate profit from res­
traint on exporting manufacturers.
Pollution control could be a factor that would decide manufacturers to 
move out of the United Kingdom altogether. These pressures on indust­
rialists account for one plaintive strain in official thinking at 
Whitehall and Ministerial level, which is that it would be nice if 
there could be International agreement on standards of control. Firms 
might grudge the cost of countering pollution less if their competitors 
had to pay it too, but Britains rules on pollution, flabby as they may be,
are already stiffer than most other countries and detailed international 
discussion is now almost certain to wait until after the United Nations 
Conference on the human environment in-1972. .
The problem of foam on our rivers again has been lessened by voluntary, 
action in the detergent industry itself. Several textile firms still 
use the older foamier kind of detergent and by an irony of chemistry 
the old and the new types together can produce more foam than the old 
itself. Industrialists are more influenced by their own civic sense 
than by any fear of the penalties likely to be imposed on them under 
the Rivers (Prevention, of Pollution) Acts; the nearer the. sea too, the 
weaker the law. The Clean Rivers (Estuaries and Tidal Waters). Act only 
"*cove-rs discharges which beg,'an after it was passed in I960,. and since 
most estuary towns were putting raw sewage into the rivers long before 
then they can cheerfully c o n t i n u e .
Of the English Estuaries the Mersey is probably the dirtiest because so 
mufch chemical waste is added. It is hard to accept that Salmon once 
came up the River Mersey to spawn. A River Authority's writ runs as 
far as the Estuary Mouth, but there is no comparable police force for 
a stretch of coast between estuaries. Sea fisheries; committees can 
only stop discharges that can be shown to be harmful to fish life, there 
is.no evidence that putting sewage, in the sea is harmful to fish or 
humans and most seaside towns do it; it is now a fact that from many 
English beaches it is no longer possible to swim;all one can do is go 
-through the motions; the three Acts that seek to control pollution of- 
. our rivers and Estuaries contains no statute law on pollution of Coastal 
Waters. This could be one useful area for Government action. Others 
would be to bring long-standing discharges within the scope of the law 
on Estuaries, and to compel industrialists to disclose what is in their 
works effluent and to increase the penalties for pollution. Yet in the 
end the answer is hot in legislation, nor re-organisation, nor even 
international chat but money. The outflow from sewage works has to go 
back into the rivers and many rivers would run dry without it so local . 
authorities must be encouraged by ratepayers and taxpayers and the 
Government to make their sewage works efficient by spending a great 
deal more money. A study should be made aimed not merely at establishing 
all the River's possible uses but at putting a* cash' value on each of them 
in terms of social benefit they confer, so that they can be weighed 
against each other* It must be faced that no only does it have amenity 
value it also has a price and the community will find themselves paying 
huge sums for it individually if they fail to pay for it collectively. 
Keeping a stretch of water clean for fishing may save more money than 
letting an industrialist hold on to his export markets by making it 
dirty* The .fish are needed anyway, where they can sustain a decent life, 
people can too. In conclusion I am sure you will wish to join me in 
thanking Jack Bancroft for all the work he has done for the. Association 
and its members, and to thank all the officers for their contributions 
to the success of the Mersey and Weaver Anglers Consultative Association 
and to give our Secretary elect, Percy Jennings, full support in the 
corning year.
ITEM 9
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
16th SEPTEMBER, 1974
Report by Unit Water Quality 
Officer on Fisheries Activities
Period - 1st April to 31st August, 1974
1. . General fisheries management work carried out.
The Unit has received 18 requests for advice, on fisheries matters 
which all require site investigations.
The number of enquiries which have been dealt with by telephone 
conversations or by letter without a site visit is not recorded.
2. Stocking carried out - all species.
The only fish, stocking carried out by the Unit is the free distribution, 
of fingerling brown trout which have survived laboratory toxicity tests 
on sewage and trade effluent discharges. Since October, 1973 4,230 
fish have been distributed as follows:-
Since the introduction of this stock into Applet® Reservoir, several 
Warrington A.A. members have caught 4—5" brown trout and wondered if . 
their stocked fish had started to breed: The Borsdane Brook has never 
previously been stocked and within two months of the first batch of 4" 
fish going in local school boys were allegedly catching 6" trout]
Commercial dealers have been active over the period and 6700 trout have 
been stocked in various rivers and enclosed waters-:-
Rainbow trout 1750
Brown trout 3250
Unspecified 1700
Many applications have been received for permission to introduce coarse 
fish from outside the area. The applications variously detail the fish 
by weight or by number and consented stockings are not always confirmed 
as having been, completed. The largest proportion of fish supplied have 
come from Holland. To our best knowledge the fallowing have been stocked
Six consents have been granted to transfer mostly unspecified numbers 
of coarse fish between various club waters within the Unit area.
To all these figures must be added the many transfers and introductions 
carried out without consent, probably mostly done in ignorance of the 
legal requirements to obtain the same.
3. Biological work carried out or in hand.
Biological river surveys:
Main rivers 9
Main river tributary systems  6
Fish toxicity tests to investigate toxic effects of discharges to river 
(using brown trout):
Sewage disposal works 47
Industrial premises 9
Chemicals : 2 ' *
Rivers 3
61
Particular effort is being concentrated on the toxicity problems of the 
River Tame. In conjunction with the laboratory tests five fish cages 
are being used to hold brown trout at various sites to investigate the 
actual toxicity of the river. Toxicity tests are also being carried 
out to investigate the deterioration of the fishery of the River Beilin.
4. Fish mortalities which have occurred during the period.
Pollution mortalities attributed to discharge of chlorine (2), piggery 
waste, silage liquor, oil, chemicals, caustic waste, high salinity 
'drainage from rock-salt stockpile. 1
5. Fishing - general comments on sport.
Most of the information available of note-worthy weights has been obtained 
from press reports. For this first summary notes must of necessity be 
brief.
-  3 ~
River Dane Chub
River Weaver Bream
Roach
Brown trout
Bridgewater Canal Carp
Rochdale Canal Bream
Roach
Manchester Ship, Canal 
Top Flash, Winsford
Carp
The capture of the carp from the Ship Canal is note-worthy for a water 
which is supposed to be fishless. Two or three salmon have been 
reported from the Mersey Estuary in recent months.
ITEM 10
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
MERSEY, AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
16TH SEPTEMBER,’ 19-74
 Schedule of Meetings
The Authority, as required by Rule 1, has already approved a 
 time table of meetings of the Authority, Committees and Sub-Committess 
with the exception of-the five Local Fisheries Advisory Committees, 
which are* in the Rules of the Authority regarded as Sub-Committees 
of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee.
A time table for the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees has 
'therefore been prepared which dovetails with that approved by the 
Authority and is submitted herewith as an Appendix for the information 
of members prior to being placed on the Agenda for consideration 
and approval by the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee meeting 
to be held on 30th September, 1974.
For the- information of the Committee the Authority is required 
by Rule No, 1, at the Annual Meeting, to consider a programme of  
meetings up to and including the date of the next Annual Meeting and 
such a time table for 1975-76 will be presented to the Annual 
. Meeting, on 23rd June, 1975,
  APPENDIX
north west water authority
REGIONAL AND LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
Fisheries Advisory Committee-
South' and West Cumberland 
Eden and District 
Lune, Wyre and Furness 
South Lancashire 
Mersey and Weaver
REGIONAL
South and West Cumberland 
Eden and District 
Lune, Wyre and Furness 
South Lancashire 
Mersey and Weaver1
REGIONAL
South and West- Cumberland 
Eden and District 
Lune, Wyre and Furness  
South Lancashire 
Mersey and Weaver
REGIONAL
 ITEM 11
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
16TH SEPTEMBER, 1974 
Financial Contribution to Consultative Associations
1. A letter has been received from the Mersey and Weaver 
Anglers' Consultative Association requesting that the Committee 
give consideration to the question of the making, by the 
Authority, of annual financial grants to Anglers' Consultative 
Associations.
2.  To assist the Committee in their considerations of this 
matter, several other Regional Water Authorities have been con­
tacted in order to ascertain if they have received similar 
requests. Of the Authorities contacted two others have 
received a similar approach and are currently considering the 
matter.
3. None of the former River Authorities within the area of
the North West Water Authority pursued a policy of making annual 
financial grants to Anglers' Consultative Associations.
4. The Committee are invited to consider this matter and, if
thought fit, to make an appropriate recommendation to the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee.
